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ISSUE 01 / COVERAGE 1–31 JANUARY 2024

Who controls connected-product
data?
The EU Data Act starts its legal life. For exporters, the practical issue is access to the data a
product creates.

11 January 2024 / European Union

A new framework for industrial data
The Data Act entered into force on 11 January, ahead of its general
application on 12 September 2025. It addresses access to data from
connected products and related services, business data-sharing terms
and switching between data-processing services. January marked the
start of the transition; it did not make every operational obligation
immediately applicable.
ENTERED INTO FORCE

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

A Malaysian equipment maker or
software supplier selling into Europe
may face requests about who can
retrieve usage data and on what terms.
Our reading: data access belongs in
product design and contracting
discussions, alongside price and
warranty. The EU framework does not
automatically replace Malaysian
privacy law or give unrestricted access
to personal information.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can a customer obtain the product
data it needs without depending on an
undocumented export process?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Use the transition to map products,
data holders, customer access and
cloud exit terms. Check the
provision-specific timetable before
treating a future requirement as a
present duty.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · Data Act, historical timeline ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.
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https://maatin.com/journal/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-act


MAATIN
LAW • INTELLIGENCE • BALANCE

THE EQUILIBRIUM JOURNAL

FEBRUARY 2024

MAATIN / Monthly executive legal briefing 02 / 33

ISSUE 02 / COVERAGE 1–29 FEBRUARY 2024

Shariah governance reaches the
operating file
Malaysia updates its Islamic capital-market guidance, including adviser procedures and the
treatment of client monies.

8 February 2024 / Malaysia

SC clarifies adviser and client-money
provisions
The Securities Commission revised its Islamic Capital Market
Products and Services Guidelines. Its amendment summary
clarifies withdrawal procedures for registered Shariah advisers and
changes references from clients’ assets to clients’ monies,
extending relevant requirements to non-ringgit transactions. It also
specifies treatment for recognised market operators providing
e-services. The details depend on the activity and operator
category.
GUIDELINES REVISED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysian investors, a Shariah
label is only the beginning of the
enquiry. For providers, the underlying
governance record must identify the
adviser, the relevant approval and
how customer money is handled. Our
editorial implication is practical:
marketing language, operational
controls and the applicable guideline
version should tell the same story.

QUESTION TO ASK

Which entity holds the client’s money,
and which documented Shariah
governance arrangement covers this
particular service?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Read the amendment summary
alongside the applicable full
guidelines. An exception for a
specified e-services operator should
not be extended to every Islamic
investment business.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Summary of amendments, 8 February 2024 ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.
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ISSUE 03 / COVERAGE 1–31 MARCH 2024

Europe votes for a risk-based AI
rulebook
The European Parliament approves the AI Act. The distinction between legislative approval and
enforceable duties matters.

13 March 2024 / European Union

AI legislation clears a major vote
The European Parliament approved the AI Act, including restrictions
on specified AI practices, obligations for high-risk systems and
transparency rules for general-purpose models. The framework
links duties to an AI system’s purpose and risk. This was a
legislative milestone: Council approval and the subsequent
commencement timetable still lay ahead.
PARLIAMENT APPROVAL

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

A Malaysian business using AI for
recruitment, credit assessment or
customer support needs more than a
single “AI compliant” claim from a
vendor. Our reading is that intended
use, destination market and the
organisation’s role in the supply chain
determine the questions to ask. An EU
parliamentary vote does not itself
create a Malaysian licensing regime.

QUESTION TO ASK

What decisions does the system
influence, who can override it, and
what records explain an adverse
outcome?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Build an inventory of AI uses and
human review points. This March
briefing records the vote at that time;
later editions cover adoption,
commencement and subsequent
changes to the timetable.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Parliament · AI Act: MEPs adopt landmark law ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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ISSUE 04 / COVERAGE 1–30 APRIL 2024

Climate harm reaches a
human-rights court
A Strasbourg judgment connects climate protection, private life and access to a court, within a
specific treaty system.

9 April 2024 / Europe · Switzerland

KlimaSeniorinnen succeeds on key Convention
claims
The European Court of Human Rights found violations of Articles 8
and 6 in Verein KlimaSeniorinnen Schweiz and Others v.
Switzerland. The association had standing, while the four
individual applicants’ complaints were inadmissible. The judgment
addressed protection against serious adverse effects of climate
change and access to court; other climate cases decided that day
did not produce the same outcome.
COURT JUDGMENT

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Malaysian organisations should read
this as comparative legal context,
not a new domestic cause of action.
Our interpretation: climate
commitments may increasingly be
examined through evidence,
institutional duties and procedural
access. Clear records of targets,
assumptions and implementation are
therefore more useful than sweeping
sustainability language.

QUESTION TO ASK

If a public climate commitment were
challenged, which contemporaneous
documents would substantiate it?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Distinguish the court’s findings, the
applicants’ standing and the
jurisdiction involved. A headline
about a landmark case cannot
establish that a different claimant in
a Malaysian court would succeed.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Court of Human Rights · Grand Chamber climate rulings ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.
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https://maatin.com/journal/
https://www.echr.coe.int/w/grand-chamber-rulings-in-the-climate-change-cases
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ISSUE 05 / COVERAGE 1–31 MAY 2024

Two approaches to governing
generative AI
Singapore publishes a governance framework while the EU completes legislative approval of its AI
Act.

May 2024 / Singapore

A practical model for generative-AI
governance
Singapore’s Model AI Governance Framework for Generative AI
sets out nine areas, including accountability, data, testing,
security, incident reporting and content provenance. It is a
governance framework rather than a new statute or a
certificate that a system is safe.
VOLUNTARY FRAMEWORK

21 May 2024 / European Union

The AI Act clears the Council
The Council gave final approval to the AI Act. This completed a
key legislative stage, with entry into force and staged
application to follow. Its binding legal framework differs from
Singapore’s voluntary governance model.
FINAL COUNCIL APPROVAL

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For a Malaysian buyer, the useful
comparison is operational: can a
supplier explain testing,
accountability and incident
handling, and which legal
obligations separately apply? A
governance framework can
organise due diligence without
proving compliance in every
market.

QUESTION TO ASK

Does the contract name the person
responsible when an AI output
causes a consequential error?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Keep voluntary commitments,
contractual promises and statutory
duties in separate columns of the
supplier review.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

AI Verify Foundation / IMDA · Model framework, May 2024 ↗
Council of the EU · Final green light, 21 May 2024 ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.
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https://maatin.com/journal/
https://aiverifyfoundation.sg/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Model-AI-Governance-Framework-for-Generative-AI-May-2024-1-1.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/05/21/artificial-intelligence-ai-act-council-gives-final-green-light-to-the-first-worldwide-rules-on-ai/
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ISSUE 06 / COVERAGE 1–30 JUNE 2024

Cybersecurity legislation and the
limits of agency power
Malaysia gazettes its Cyber Security Act; the US Supreme Court changes a central rule of
administrative review.

26 June 2024 / Malaysia

Cyber Security Act 2024 is published
Act 854 was gazetted on 26 June. It establishes a framework for
national critical information infrastructure and cybersecurity
service-provider licensing. Its commencement followed on 26 August
2024; gazettal alone did not mean the entire framework was
operational in June.
ACT GAZETTED

28 June 2024 / United States

Loper Bright overrules Chevron
The Supreme Court held that courts must exercise independent
judgment on statutory interpretation under the Administrative
Procedure Act, overruling Chevron deference. The decision did not
automatically invalidate every earlier ruling that had relied on
Chevron.
SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

The Malaysian development concerns
local systems and regulated services;
the US judgment concerns US
administrative law. Our shared
editorial lesson is to identify the
source and limits of official authority.
A regulator’s explanation, a statute
and a court’s interpretation play
different roles.

QUESTION TO ASK

For each compliance demand, can the
team identify the governing
instrument, commencement date and
affected entity?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Cybersecurity suppliers should check
their service scope against the
Malaysian framework. US-linked
businesses should seek case-specific
advice before assuming an existing
regulatory obligation has disappeared.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

NACSA · Cyber Security Act 2024, legislative timeline ↗
US Supreme Court · Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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https://www.nacsa.gov.my/act854.php
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/22-451_7m58.pdf
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ISSUE 07 / COVERAGE 1–31 JULY 2024

When a financial post becomes
investment advice
Malaysia’s securities regulator draws attention to licensing risks for online investment
recommendations.

18 July 2024 / Malaysia

SC addresses finfluencers
The Securities Commission issued guidance explaining that
social-media investment recommendations can fall within
regulated investment advice. Its example includes promoting
particular capital-market products with an expectation of
commission or other rewards. The licensing question turns on the
activity; the guidance should not be read as saying every
discussion of finance is licensed advice.
REGULATORY GUIDANCE

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

A small following or informal tone
does not settle the legal character of
a recommendation. Our reading for
Malaysian creators and brands:
examine payment, affiliate links,
product specificity and the actual
message before publication. For
readers, popularity is not evidence
that the speaker is authorised or that
the investment is suitable.

QUESTION TO ASK

Is this education, a product
recommendation, or a paid
promotion—and can the reader see
the difference?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Check authorisation through the SC’s
official resources, retain sponsorship
records and review promotional copy
before it goes live. A disclaimer at
the bottom should not be assumed to
change the substance of the activity.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Guidance for finfluencers ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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https://www.sc.com.my/resources/media/media-release/sc-issues-guidance-for-finfluencers
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ISSUE 08 / COVERAGE 1–31 AUGUST 2024

Cybersecurity duties move into
operation
Malaysia’s Cyber Security Act commences, alongside an adjustment to securities-market
technology-risk guidance.

26 August 2024 / Malaysia

Act 854 takes effect
Malaysia’s Cyber Security Act 2024 commenced on 26 August. The
framework addresses critical information infrastructure, incident
management and licensing of specified cybersecurity services.
Whether a particular organisation or service falls within it requires
checking the statutory definitions and implementing instruments.
COMMENCEMENT

19 August 2024 / Malaysia

Recognised markets align technology-risk
provisions
The SC amended its Guidelines on Recognized Markets to align
relevant provisions with its revised technology-risk management
guidelines. Operators should work from the updated instruments,
rather than an old onboarding checklist.
GUIDELINES AMENDED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our operational implication: a cyber
incident can involve more than one
reporting or supervisory relationship.
A Malaysian market operator should
map each applicable regime, its
responsible officer and the evidence
needed, without assuming that
notifying one authority satisfies
another.

QUESTION TO ASK

Who can classify an incident, preserve
the records and initiate the correct
escalation outside office hours?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Review contracts with security
providers and test the incident contact
list. This briefing highlights
commencement and alignment; it
does not prescribe a universal
reporting deadline for all
organisations.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

NACSA · Cyber Security Act 2024 ↗
Securities Commission Malaysia · Amendment summary, 19 August 2024 ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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https://www.nacsa.gov.my/act854.php
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ISSUE 09 / COVERAGE 1–30 SEPTEMBER 2024

Sustainability reporting gets a
Malaysian baseline
The National Sustainability Reporting Framework links local reporting to international disclosure
standards.

24 September 2024 / Malaysia

NSRF introduces an ISSB-based approach
Malaysia introduced the National Sustainability Reporting
Framework, using IFRS S1 and S2 as its baseline. The approach
includes phased implementation and transition reliefs. The date
is corroborated by PwC’s contemporaneous October briefing; the
SC’s framework page provides the official materials and
implementation detail.
FRAMEWORK LAUNCHED

25 September 2024 / European Union

First AI Pact pledges
The Commission announced the first signatories to the AI Pact, a
voluntary initiative encouraging preparation for AI governance,
system inventories and literacy. Signing a pledge is not the
same as regulatory certification.
VOLUNTARY INITIATIVE

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our interpretation for Malaysian
boards: disclosure and AI
governance both require an
evidence trail behind public
commitments. A supplier may
receive data requests from a
reporting customer even where the
supplier’s own reporting timetable
differs.

QUESTION TO ASK

Which sustainability figures can be
traced to a responsible owner,
calculation method and retained
evidence?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Determine the reporting group and
applicable phase before setting a
deadline. Launch-date reference:
PwC, 4 October 2024, linked in the
source notes.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · National Sustainability Reporting Framework ↗
European Commission · AI Pact, historical milestones ↗
PwC Malaysia · NSRF briefing, 4 October 2024 (confirms 24 September launch) ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.
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https://maatin.com/journal/
https://www.sc.com.my/nsrf
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-pact
https://www.pwc.com/my/en/publications/2024/national-sustainability-reporting-framework.html
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ISSUE 10 / COVERAGE 1–31 OCTOBER 2024

What justice statistics can—and
cannot—tell us
Europe’s 2024 judicial evaluation offers evidence about courts, budgets and access, using an
earlier data year.

16 October 2024 / Council of Europe

CEPEJ releases its 2024 evaluation
The European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice published its
2024 evaluation cycle, based on 2022 data. The report examines
judicial resources, professionals, legal aid, efficiency and technology
across participating systems. Its publication year and measurement
year must not be confused, and differences between national systems
matter when interpreting comparisons.
REPORT PUBLISHED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysia, this is a comparative
research reference, not a direct
estimate of domestic legal costs. Our
reading: meaningful access-to-justice
analysis should distinguish public court
spending, legal-aid provision, private
fees and case duration. These are
different measures. This report alone
cannot support a claim that high legal
spending causes economic collapse.

QUESTION TO ASK

Does a proposed comparison use the
same year, population, court level and
definition of spending?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Read the report’s trends and
conclusions before extracting a
headline number. State missing data
and methodological limits rather than
turning a cross-country ranking into a
prediction.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

CEPEJ · Evaluation reports and publication dates ↗
CEPEJ · 2024 trends and conclusions (2022 data), PDF ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/cepej/cepej-work/evaluation-of-judicial-systems-archived
https://rm.coe.int/trends-and-conclusions-2024-cepej-evaluation-report-2022-data-/1680b1fa00
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ISSUE 11 / COVERAGE 1–30 NOVEMBER 2024

Platform work: status and
algorithmic decisions
The EU publishes a directive addressing employment classification and the management of work
by algorithms.

11 November 2024 / European Union

Platform Work Directive reaches the Official
Journal
Directive (EU) 2024/2831 was published in the Official Journal. It
addresses determination of employment status and algorithmic
management in platform work, including human oversight and
protections around automated decisions. As a directive, it requires
national implementation; publication does not instantly create one
identical employment arrangement across every member state.
DIRECTIVE PUBLISHED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Malaysian gig workers and platforms
should treat this as an international
comparison, not a statement of
Malaysian employment status. Our
interpretation is that the work
relationship and the decision process
deserve separate examination. A
contract label may not answer
questions about control, explanations
or a worker’s ability to challenge
account suspension.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can a worker obtain an understandable
explanation and human review of a
consequential automated decision?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

For EU operations, follow the relevant
national implementation. For Malaysian
arrangements, examine local law and
actual working practices rather than
importing an overseas classification
from a headline.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

EUR-Lex · Directive (EU) 2024/2831, official text ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/2831/oj/eng
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ISSUE 12 / COVERAGE 1–31 DECEMBER 2024

Malaysia publishes its privacy
reform timetable
A commencement notice makes 2025 a phased transition, rather than one universal start date.

24 December 2024 / Malaysia

PDPA amendment dates are set
Gazette notice P.U. (B) 522 sets three commencement dates for
the Personal Data Protection (Amendment) Act 2024. Sections 7,
11, 13 and 14 begin on 1 January 2025; sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10
and 12 on 1 April; sections 6 and 9 on 1 June. The notice was
dated 19 December and published on 24 December.
COMMENCEMENT NOTICE GAZETTED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For a Malaysian organisation, the
immediate task is to map each
amended provision to the relevant
process, owner and start date. Our
reading: an accurate implementation
register is more useful than saying
simply that “the new PDPA starts in
2025.” A commencement notice
supplies dates; the Act and
subsequent guidance supply the
substantive detail.

QUESTION TO ASK

Does the privacy work plan link each
action to the actual provision and its
commencement date?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Prepare a three-stage calendar and
check the underlying amendment
text. Do not infer that all new
responsibilities started on 1 January,
or defer all work until the June phase.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Personal Data Protection Commissioner · P.U. (B) 522, official PDF ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
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ISSUE 13 / COVERAGE 1–31 JANUARY 2025

Crowdfunding access and the
human author
Malaysia increases a retail equity-crowdfunding limit; the US Copyright Office explains protection
for AI-assisted output.

6 January 2025 / Malaysia

Retail ECF limit rises
The SC increased the retail investor limit for equity
crowdfunding from RM5,000 to RM10,000 per issuer. This is a
per-issuer limit, not a guarantee of suitability or return, and
should be read alongside other applicable investment limits
and safeguards.
GUIDELINES AMENDED

29 January 2025 / United States

Human creativity remains central to copyright
The Copyright Office’s second AI report says AI-assisted work
can qualify for protection where a human determines sufficient
expressive elements. Merely supplying prompts is not enough.
The report explains the Office’s position; it is not a new
international copyright statute.
POLICY REPORT

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian lens connects two
founder concerns: raising money
and documenting intellectual
property. A higher investment cap
should not replace risk assessment.
An AI-generated asset should not be
promised as exclusively owned
without examining human
contributions and the governing
jurisdiction.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can the company substantiate both
its investment disclosures and the
rights it promises in its creative
assets?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Keep separate records of
investment eligibility and creative
authorship, including meaningful
human edits and third-party inputs.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Recognized Markets amendment summary ↗
US Copyright Office · NewsNet 1060 and report release ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.
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https://www.copyright.gov/newsnet/2025/1060.html
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ISSUE 14 / COVERAGE 1–28 FEBRUARY 2025

The first EU AI prohibitions begin
The AI Act enters an operational phase, with Commission guidance on prohibited practices.

2–4 February 2025 / European Union

Prohibitions and interpretation must be
distinguished
The AI Act’s prohibited-practice provisions and AI-literacy
obligations began applying on 2 February. On 4 February, the
Commission published guidance on prohibited practices such as
specified manipulation, social scoring and biometric uses. The
guidance is non-binding; authoritative interpretation ultimately
belongs to the courts.
RULES APPLY; GUIDANCE ISSUED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For a Malaysian team supplying or
deploying AI in the EU, a system’s
marketing label is less useful than
its actual function. Our
interpretation: review what the tool
infers, whom it targets and how it
influences decisions. A training
session cannot make a prohibited
use permissible; conversely, not
every AI application falls into a
prohibited category.

QUESTION TO ASK

Has someone reviewed the actual
use case against the legal definitions
and exceptions, rather than relying
on a vendor’s general assurance?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Record the system purpose, affected
users and escalation route. This
edition reports the February 2025
position; later reforms must be
checked separately when making a
current deployment decision.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · Prohibited AI practices guidance, 4 February 2025 ↗
European Commission · AI Act application timeline ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/commission-publishes-guidelines-prohibited-artificial-intelligence-ai-practices-defined-ai-act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/regulatory-framework-ai
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ISSUE 15 / COVERAGE 1–31 MARCH 2025

Investment advertising gets a new
rulebook
Malaysia announces revised advertising guidelines with a later effective date, giving firms a
preparation window.

27 March 2025 / Malaysia

SC updates capital-market advertising
guidance
The SC revised its advertising guidelines, with effect from 1 November
2025. The changes address social media, third-party promoters,
conflicts and disclosures, as well as promotion of unauthorised
services. March was the announcement and preparation stage, not the
commencement date.
REVISION ANNOUNCED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysian firms and creators, the
practical work is to find every route by
which an investment message reaches
the public: paid campaigns, affiliates,
social posts and outsourced content.
Our reading is that responsibility
should follow the approval chain. A
creator’s personal account is not
automatically outside a regulated
campaign.

QUESTION TO ASK

Who signs off a promoted investment
claim, and who checks that risks, fees
and commercial relationships are
adequately explained?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Use the transition to review contracts,
approval records and existing content.
Retain the version and date of each
approved advertisement so later
review can distinguish what was
published and when.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Advertising guidelines and effective date ↗
Securities Commission Malaysia · March 2025 amendment summary ↗
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ISSUE 16 / COVERAGE 1–30 APRIL 2025

Trade talks conclude; data routes
remain conditional
Malaysia and EFTA finish negotiations while China clarifies aspects of cross-border financial data
flows.

11 April 2025 / Malaysia · EFTA

MEEPA moves towards signature
Malaysia and the four EFTA states concluded negotiations on
the Malaysia–EFTA Economic Partnership Agreement. The
negotiating milestone covered a broad trade relationship, but it
was not signature, ratification or entry into force. The
agreement was signed later, in June.
NEGOTIATIONS CONCLUDED

17 April 2025 / China

Financial data-transfer guidance is released
Reuters reported that China’s central bank and five other
agencies released guidelines to facilitate cross-border financial
data flows and clarify relevant conditions. The report does not
establish a blanket exemption for every dataset or institution.
REGULATORY DEVELOPMENT REPORTED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysian exporters and
financial businesses, trade access
and data access are separate
questions. Our interpretation: a
commercial opportunity may still
depend on origin rules,
implementation dates, data
classification and the roles of
overseas counterparties.

QUESTION TO ASK

Which step is actually complete:
negotiations, signature, domestic
approval, or an operational
permission for this transaction?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Do not price in a tariff preference
before it applies, or transfer
sensitive information solely because
a news headline says flows have
been facilitated.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

EFTA · Malaysia agreement and milestone dates ↗
Reuters · China releases financial data-flow guidelines ↗
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ISSUE 17 / COVERAGE 1–31 MAY 2025

AI training rights and the security of
legal records
A US report examines copyright in model training; a UK legal-aid breach highlights the sensitivity
of justice-system data.

9 May 2025 / United States

Copyright Office examines AI training
The Copyright Office released a pre-publication version of Part 3
of its AI report, addressing generative-AI training, copyright and
licensing. It is a policy analysis, not a blanket permission to train
on any material or a final court ruling on every model.
PRE-PUBLICATION REPORT

19 May 2025 / United Kingdom

Legal Aid Agency systems face a data breach
AP reported that the Ministry of Justice took Legal Aid Agency
online services offline after discovering a wider breach involving
sensitive applicant information. The report illustrates a
service-continuity and confidentiality problem; it does not
establish that every affected person suffered financial loss.
SECURITY INCIDENT REPORTED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian implication:
permission to use material and the
security of that material need
separate controls. A legal document
may include personal information,
confidential strategy and third-party
copyright at the same time.
Removing a name does not
necessarily resolve every restriction.

QUESTION TO ASK

Before a document enters an AI
workflow, who has checked rights,
confidentiality, retention and
access?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Use the original training report for
its analysis and the incident report
for the facts known in May. Avoid
turning either into a universal legal
conclusion.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

US Copyright Office · Copyright and AI, release chronology ↗
Associated Press · Legal Aid Agency breach report ↗
US Copyright Office · Part 3, pre-publication report PDF ↗
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ISSUE 18 / COVERAGE 1–30 JUNE 2025

Privacy phases, a UK data law and a
trade signature
Three different milestones show why a compliance calendar needs precise labels.

1 June 2025 / Malaysia

Final listed PDPA amendment phase begins
Sections 6 and 9 of Malaysia’s 2024 PDPA amendment commenced on
the date specified in the December gazette. The notice identifies the
phase; the amendment text and regulator guidance explain the
resulting responsibilities.
SCHEDULED COMMENCEMENT

19 June 2025 / United Kingdom

Data (Use and Access) Act becomes law
The UK Data (Use and Access) Act received Royal Assent. It addresses
data use, digital verification and changes to the data-protection
framework. Implementation is staged, so assent does not mean every
provision started that day.
ROYAL ASSENT

23 June 2025 / Malaysia · EFTA

MEEPA reaches signature
Malaysia and EFTA signed their economic partnership agreement after
concluding negotiations in April. Signature is a distinct step from
completion of ratification and entry into force.
AGREEMENT SIGNED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our editorial reading for Malaysian
organisations: one calendar may
contain commencement dates,
legislative milestones and trade
announcements. Label each accurately
before assigning operational work or
promising a benefit to a customer.

QUESTION TO ASK

Does every deadline in the board paper
say what actually becomes legally or
operationally effective?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Cross-border contracts should identify
the applicable privacy regime and the
status of any claimed trade preference.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Personal Data Protection Commissioner · Commencement notice ↗
UK Government · Data (Use and Access) Act collection ↗
EFTA · Malaysia agreement timeline ↗
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ISSUE 19 / COVERAGE 1–31 JULY 2025

A voluntary code prepares for
binding AI duties
The EU publishes its General-Purpose AI Code of Practice ahead of the August application date.

10 July 2025 / European Union

GPAI compliance gets a practical reference
The General-Purpose AI Code of Practice was published with chapters
on transparency, copyright, and safety and security. The safety and
security chapter addresses providers of models with systemic risk.
The code is a voluntary route to help demonstrate compliance; it is
not itself the legislation or a guarantee that a model is suitable for
every use.
VOLUNTARY CODE PUBLISHED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

A Malaysian organisation buying an AI
service should distinguish the model
provider’s commitments from the
customer’s own responsibilities. Our
interpretation: ask what
documentation will be available, how
copyright concerns are handled and
which downstream restrictions apply.
A provider signing a code does not
validate the buyer’s particular legal,
hiring or credit workflow.

QUESTION TO ASK

What evidence accompanies the
model, and does the contract let the
customer investigate a serious failure?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Prepare for the relevant August
obligations, but check whether the
organisation is a model provider,
deployer or another actor. Preserve
the version of the code and supplier
commitments used in the
procurement decision.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · Contents of the GPAI Code of Practice ↗
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ISSUE 20 / COVERAGE 1–31 AUGUST 2025

AI provider duties begin; company
ID checks are scheduled
Europe’s AI timetable advances while Companies House announces the next phase of identity
verification.

2 August 2025 / European Union

GPAI obligations begin applying
The AI Act’s general-purpose AI obligations began applying,
subject to the applicable transition rules. The July code
provides a voluntary compliance tool; not every downstream
user is thereby a model provider.
APPLICATION MILESTONE

5 August 2025 / United Kingdom

Companies House confirms 18 November
rollout
Companies House announced mandatory identity-verification
rollout from 18 November 2025. Existing directors would enter
a phased process linked to company filings, rather than all
facing a single August deadline.
IMPLEMENTATION ANNOUNCED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysians operating a UK
company or buying AI from
overseas, our interpretation is that
role identification comes first.
Director, controlling person, model
provider and customer are different
categories, with different evidence
and timing requirements.

QUESTION TO ASK

Who is personally responsible for
completing each requirement, and
where is the evidence stored?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Check the detailed transition
applicable to the person or model.
Do not treat an announced future
rollout as a missed deadline, or
assume one verified director settles
every corporate filing obligation.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · AI Act timeline ↗
Companies House · Identity-verification rollout announcement ↗
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ISSUE 21 / COVERAGE 1–30 SEPTEMBER 2025

Connected data rights move into
application
The EU Data Act’s general application date arrives, making access and switching terms a current
contractual issue.

12 September 2025 / European Union

The Data Act becomes applicable
The Data Act began generally applying, strengthening users’
access to data generated by connected products and related
services and addressing business data-sharing and cloud
switching. Specific provisions and transition rules still need to be
checked; this is not unrestricted ownership of every dataset.
GENERAL APPLICATION

30 September 2025 / United Kingdom

Data preservation for child-death inquiries
A UK Data (Use and Access) Act provision commenced enabling
Ofcom preservation notices in connection with coroners’ or
procurators fiscal’s investigations into a child’s death.
COMMENCEMENT

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian business implication
is that access, deletion and
preservation cannot be reduced to a
single “data ownership” clause.
Exporters, cloud customers and
service providers should identify
which data is requested, by whom,
for what purpose and under which
jurisdiction.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can the organisation honour a valid
access or preservation request
without losing track of confidentiality
and privacy restrictions?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Check product scope and contract
dates. Preserve evidence of requests
and responses, especially where
operational data includes personal
information.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · Data Act gives users control over connected-device data ↗
UK Government · Data Act commencement plan ↗
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ISSUE 22 / COVERAGE 1–31 OCTOBER 2025

Investment advertising: the
November deadline
An October deadline watch for Malaysia’s revised capital-market advertising framework,
announced in March.

October 2025 review · effective 1 November / Malaysia

The advertising transition reaches its final
month
The SC’s revised advertising guidelines were due to take effect on 1
November 2025. This is an October preparation brief, not a claim that
new rules were announced in October. Social-media promotion,
third-party arrangements and clear disclosures are central areas for
the final review.
DEADLINE WATCH

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our editorial interpretation: the last
month before commencement is a
useful point to reconcile the policy with
the material actually in circulation.
Malaysian providers should examine
landing pages, scheduled posts, old
affiliate copy and approval records. A
clean policy document has limited
value if an outdated campaign remains
visible to customers.

QUESTION TO ASK

Would a member of the public
understand who is promoting the
product, the commercial relationship
and the material risks?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Create a dated inventory of active
promotions and assign an owner to
each correction. Check the exact
guideline scope before assuming that a
campaign, creator or service is outside
it. Retain approvals and the version of
the content reviewed.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Advertising guidelines and commencement ↗
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ISSUE 23 / COVERAGE 1–30 NOVEMBER 2025

Two compliance transitions become
operational
Malaysia’s investment-advertising revision takes effect and the UK begins mandatory company
identity verification.

1 November 2025 / Malaysia

Revised advertising guidelines apply
The SC’s revised capital-market advertising guidelines took effect.
The transition announced in March moved into operation, making
campaign approvals and promoter oversight a live compliance
concern for affected participants.
EFFECTIVE DATE

18 November 2025 / United Kingdom

Mandatory identity verification starts
Companies House began its mandatory identity-verification
rollout. New appointments and existing directors follow different
timing rules; existing directors enter a transition linked to the
relevant confirmation statement.
PHASED ROLLOUT BEGINS

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our reading for Malaysian businesses
is that commencement requires
evidence of completion, not just an
intention to comply. An investment
campaign needs an accountable
approval route. A UK corporate
appointment needs the correct
person, process and filing timetable.
Neither can be completed by a
generic compliance statement on a
website.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can the responsible team produce
dated proof that the applicable
requirement has been satisfied?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Resolve gaps in records and confirm
the rules for each role. Do not
assume that all existing UK directors
had the same verification deadline
on 18 November.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Advertising guidelines ↗
Companies House · Verification rollout and transition ↗
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ISSUE 24 / COVERAGE 1–31 DECEMBER 2025

Age assurance becomes a platform
responsibility
Australia’s social-media minimum-age regime begins; UK digital-identity provisions also advance.

10 December 2025 / Australia

Under-16 social-media restrictions begin
Australia’s regime requires age-restricted social-media
platforms to take reasonable steps to prevent under-16s from
holding accounts. Responsibility falls on covered platforms,
rather than penalties on children or parents. The measure is
not a ban on every online service used by a child.
COMMENCEMENT

1 December 2025 / United Kingdom

Digital verification framework provisions begin
The UK’s commencement plan records the start of statutory
digital-verification framework provisions on 1 December,
another stage in implementing the Data (Use and Access) Act.
COMMENCEMENT

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian lens is the design
trade-off: age and identity checks
can protect users while also
collecting sensitive information.
Services operating across borders
need a defensible scope
assessment, a proportionate
verification method and a process
for mistakes. Overseas rules should
not be presented as Malaysian law.

QUESTION TO ASK

What is the minimum evidence
needed, how long is it retained, and
how can a wrongly excluded user
appeal?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Check whether a service is covered
before imposing blanket
restrictions, and review privacy
implications alongside access
controls.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

eSafety Commissioner · Social-media age restrictions and timeline ↗
UK Government · Data Act commencement plan ↗
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ISSUE 25 / COVERAGE 1–31 JANUARY 2026

When an AI system can act on your
behalf
Singapore introduces a model governance framework for agentic AI, shifting attention from
answers to delegated actions.

January 2026 / Singapore

Agentic AI receives a governance model
IMDA introduced a Model AI Governance Framework for Agentic
AI. Its governance approach addresses risks and limits, human
accountability, technical controls and user responsibilities when AI
systems can take actions. The framework is a practical
governance reference, not a statute granting an AI agent
independent professional authority.
VOLUNTARY FRAMEWORK LAUNCHED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysian organisations, the key
difference is between drafting a
message and authorising a system to
send it, make a payment or amend a
record. Our interpretation:
permissions should be matched to
the consequence of the action, with
an accountable human and a reliable
record of what happened.

QUESTION TO ASK

Which actions can the agent take
alone, which need approval, and how
can its access be stopped?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Begin with bounded tasks and
auditable permissions. The January
launch is the event covered here;
IMDA published an updated
framework later in May, so readers
implementing it now should check
the current version.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

IMDA · New Model AI Governance Framework for Agentic AI ↗
IMDA · Later framework update (confirms January launch; not January content) ↗
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ISSUE 26 / COVERAGE 1–28 FEBRUARY 2026

UK data reforms and intimate-image
offences commence
February brings further implementation of the Data (Use and Access) Act, on separate dates and
for different purposes.

5 February 2026 / United Kingdom

Most Part 5 privacy changes begin
The government’s implementation plan records commencement
of most Part 5 data-protection and privacy provisions on 5
February. “Most” matters: the Act did not enter into force in one
undifferentiated step.
COMMENCEMENT

6 February 2026 / United Kingdom

Creating or requesting intimate images is
addressed
Section 138 commenced on 6 February, introducing offences
concerning creation or requested creation of purported intimate
images of adults without consent. The statutory definitions and
territorial application determine the exact scope.
CRIMINAL PROVISIONS COMMENCE

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian interpretation is
comparative: an AI image workflow
raises questions about consent and
personal harm as well as ownership.
Companies dealing with UK users
should examine the relevant
territorial rules. These UK
developments do not establish that
the same offence wording applies in
Malaysia.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can the service prevent abusive
requests, preserve relevant evidence
and provide a clear reporting route?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Separate ordinary data-processing
review from abuse-response
procedures. Read the enacted
provisions before asserting that a
particular image or request falls
within a criminal offence.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

UK Government · Data Act commencement plan ↗
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ISSUE 27 / COVERAGE 1–31 MARCH 2026

Malaysia sharpens Islamic market
governance
The SC revises Shariah adviser responsibilities and requirements affecting Islamic digital-asset
offerings.

30 March 2026 / Malaysia

Islamic capital-market rules are updated
The SC’s amendment summary strengthens the description of
registered Shariah advisers’ responsibilities, including
consideration of Maqasid al-Shariah. It requires a digital-asset
exchange seeking to offer a Shariah-compliant digital currency to
obtain the SC Shariah Advisory Council’s endorsement before
offering it. A single annual-declaration date of 15 January is
introduced with effect from 1 January 2027.
GUIDELINES REVISED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysian users, a digital asset’s
Shariah description should be
checked against the relevant
endorsement and offering. Our
interpretation for providers: adviser
accountability and product approval
are connected but distinct records. A
broad statement about Islamic
finance should not substitute for
evidence about the actual product.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can the provider show the applicable
endorsement, the adviser’s role and
the current governance
documentation?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Update product-review records and
diarise the declaration change
accurately. The new annual timing is
a 2027 implementation item, not an
immediate January 2026 filing
obligation.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · ICM amendment summary, 30 March 2026 ↗
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ISSUE 28 / COVERAGE 1–30 APRIL 2026

Workplace rights and AI labels
reach enforcement desks
The UK implements employment changes while a Chinese regulator warns AI-related services
about content labelling.

6 April 2026 / United Kingdom

Employment reforms enter a new phase
The government’s implementation timeline lists changes
including day-one eligibility for paternity leave and unpaid
parental leave, and removal of statutory sick-pay waiting days
and the lower earnings threshold. Each entitlement has its own
scope and conditions; a day-one leave right should not be
confused with identical eligibility for pay.
IMPLEMENTATION MILESTONE

28 April 2026 / China

AI-content labels attract scrutiny
Reuters reported that China’s cyberspace regulator warned
ByteDance-related apps and a website over AI-content
labelling. A regulatory warning is not a court conviction, and
the report should not be read as announcing a new blanket rule
that day.
REGULATORY WARNING REPORTED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian implication:
cross-border operations need local
implementation detail. UK
employment terms and
China-facing content workflows
cannot be checked using one
generic global policy.

QUESTION TO ASK

Who owns the local review of
payroll eligibility or AI-content
disclosure before a decision reaches
a worker or customer?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Verify territorial scope, distinguish
leave from pay, and retain
provenance records for synthetic
media.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

UK Government · Employment Rights Act implementation timeline ↗
Reuters · China regulator warns services over AI content ↗
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ISSUE 29 / COVERAGE 1–31 MAY 2026

Digital-asset listings: more
discretion, more responsibility
Malaysia revises exchange guidance while EU negotiators agree changes to the AI timetable.

20 May 2026 / Malaysia

DAX listing process is liberalised
The SC’s recognised-market amendments introduce a
liberalised digital-asset listing framework, removing the prior
SC concurrence requirement while placing assessment and
approval responsibilities on operators. The revisions also
strengthen areas including custody, segregation and
reconciliation. The change is not an endorsement of every
token an exchange lists.
GUIDELINES REVISED

7 May 2026 / European Union

AI simplification package advances
EU negotiators reached political agreement on AI-rule changes,
including revised high-risk application dates. Political
agreement was the May milestone; formal adoption and entry
into force followed later.
POLITICAL AGREEMENT

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian reading: regulatory
flexibility increases the importance
of operator judgement and records.
Investors should ask about custody
and listing diligence rather than
assuming an asset has received a
product-level regulator approval.

QUESTION TO ASK

Who approved the listing, on what
evidence, and how are customer
assets separated and reconciled?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Check operator-specific transition
requirements. For EU AI projects,
track the formal legislative stages
before relying on an agreed
extension.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Securities Commission Malaysia · Recognized Markets amendment summary ↗
European Commission · Agreement on AI simplification ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
https://www.sc.com.my/api/documentms/download.ashx?id=7b4d57fe-ed3e-4dae-86c9-75a498099bf8
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/eu-agrees-simplify-ai-rules-boost-innovation-and-ban-nudification-apps-protect-citizens
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ISSUE 30 / COVERAGE 1–30 JUNE 2026

The EU approves a revised AI
timetable
The Council’s final approval moves the AI simplification package from negotiation towards
commencement.

29 June 2026 / European Union

AI omnibus clears the Council
The Council gave final approval to changes simplifying and
streamlining AI Act rules. The revised timetable places specified
high-risk requirements at 2 December 2027 and product-related
high-risk requirements at 2 August 2028. The package also
addresses AI systems used to generate non-consensual intimate
material. June’s adoption still needs to be distinguished from the
later entry-into-force date.
FINAL COUNCIL APPROVAL

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For Malaysian AI suppliers with EU
exposure, our interpretation is that a
revised deadline calls for a controlled
update to the compliance plan. It
does not establish that transparency,
privacy, consumer protection or
contractual obligations have all been
postponed. Different duties can
operate on different clocks.

QUESTION TO ASK

Which exact requirement moved,
and which obligations remain due
under a different provision or
contract?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Record the legislative version behind
each deadline. Keep the rationale for
any revised project schedule so that
a later audit can distinguish a lawful
transition from an unsupported
delay.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Council of the EU · Final approval of AI rule changes ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/06/29/artificial-intelligence-council-gives-final-green-light-to-simplify-and-streamline-rules/
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ISSUE 31 / COVERAGE 1–31 JULY 2026

AI reform enters force;
transparency guidance arrives
Two July developments separate the revised high-risk timetable from near-term transparency
duties.

27 July 2026 / European Union

AI omnibus becomes effective
The Commission confirmed entry into force of the AI omnibus,
including revised high-risk application dates. This completes a
different stage from May’s political agreement and June’s final
Council approval.
ENTERED INTO FORCE

20 July 2026 / European Union

Article 50 transparency receives guidance
The Commission published guidance on transparency
obligations for certain AI providers and deployers. It addresses
matters including interaction with AI, synthetic-content
identification and deepfake disclosure, ahead of the August
application milestone. Scope and exceptions require reading
the actual provisions.
GUIDANCE PUBLISHED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian implication: an
extended high-risk timetable should
not obscure what users need to
know at the interface. A service
should map its chatbot notices and
synthetic-media labels separately
from its high-risk classification
work.

QUESTION TO ASK

Where does a person discover that
they are interacting with AI or
viewing qualifying synthetic
content?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Review notices in the actual
customer journey, including mobile
screens and shared media, rather
than relying only on a general terms
page.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · AI omnibus enters into force ↗
European Commission · Transparency guidelines for AI systems ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/ai-omnibus-enters-force
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-publishes-guidelines-transparency-obligations-providers-and-deployers-certain-ai-systems
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ISSUE 32 / COVERAGE 1–31 AUGUST 2026

AI transparency becomes a live
interface issue
EU authorities begin enforcing the next phase of the AI Act, including new transparency
requirements.

2 August 2026 / European Union

Transparency requirements begin
The Commission announced that new AI Act transparency
requirements would apply from 2 August, with enforcement roles for
the AI Office and national authorities. The requirements include
specified AI-interaction disclosures and identification of synthetic
content. This milestone is separate from the revised dates for
high-risk-system requirements.
APPLICATION AND ENFORCEMENT MILESTONE

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

For a Malaysian business serving EU
users, our reading is that transparency
must survive the whole publishing
process. A label can be lost when
content is downloaded, clipped or
reposted. The team needs to know
whether it is creating, supplying or
deploying the relevant system, rather
than assuming every participant has
the same duty.

QUESTION TO ASK

Can the organisation demonstrate how
the required disclosure appears to the
person actually using the service?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Check notices, output markings,
responsibilities and applicable
exceptions against the final rules. AI
disclosure does not itself establish
that an answer is accurate or that a
service is qualified to give professional
advice.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

European Commission · Enforcement and transparency from 2 August ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. Facts relate to the coverage period;
maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-starts-enforcing-ai-act-rules-and-new-transparency-requirements-2-august
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ISSUE 33 / COVERAGE 1–20 SEPTEMBER 2026

Safety data and children’s digital
protection
A partial September briefing: Singapore reports workplace outcomes and the EU considers another
online-child-safety measure.

8 September 2026 / Singapore

Major injuries fall while fatalities rise
Singapore’s first-half 2026 report recorded an annualised
major-injury rate, excluding platform workers, of 14.6 per
100,000 workers, down from 15.8 a year earlier. The overall
fatal-injury rate rose from 0.97 to 1.1, with 21 fatalities. These
different measures should not be collapsed into a single claim
that all safety outcomes improved.
REPORT PUBLISHED

17 September 2026 / European Union

A proposed Kids Act enters debate
Reuters reported proposals including an under-13 social-media
restriction and supervised access for ages 13–14. The proposal
requires further legislative approval; it is not an
already-operative EU ban or a Malaysian rule.
PROPOSAL REPORTED

THE MALAYSIAN LENS

Our Malaysian interpretation:
protective policies need evidence
and a clear account of their legal
status. Employers should examine
the type of harm behind a headline
rate; online services should
distinguish an emerging proposal
from a current obligation.

QUESTION TO ASK

What does the underlying evidence
measure, and has the proposed
protection actually become law?

WATCH / NEXT STEP

Coverage ends on 20 September
2026. Later developments in the
month are outside this edition; the
next scheduled journal will review
the completed month.

READ THE ORIGINAL SOURCES

Ministry of Manpower · First-half 2026 WSH report release ↗
Reuters · What is the EU’s planned Kids Act? ↗

Reconstructed and published 20 September 2026. Selected developments, not an exhaustive digest. September coverage ends 20 September.
Facts relate to the coverage period; maintained sources may contain later updates. The Malaysian lens is MAATIN editorial analysis.

General information, not legal advice. Verify current law and obtain qualified advice for a specific matter. Illustrative AI-generated masthead image.

https://maatin.com/journal/
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2026/release-of-1h2026-wsh-report
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/what-is-eus-planned-kids-act-2026-09-17/
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